
CONGREGATIONAL RESOURCES FOR  

“La Frontera” 
2016 Mount Luther Summer Camp Theme 

 
 

La Frontera, the theme for this summer, is about living in the “between-

place” of borders, regions, margins, and territories.  We may discover 

another rich idea that comes from people who have different experiences 

than we may have, who have a different view of the world than ours.  This 

year’s theme emphasizes that there is no place that Jesus will not go to 

meet us.  God’s grace, through Jesus Christ, is available to all people, in 

every place.  “La Frontera” is where Jesus meets us, in the neighbor, on the 

cross, and in the feast!   

 

Here are some resources you may like to use to help us make the connection between the camp 

experience and congregational life.  We encourage you to use these as part of a Camp Sunday, or on the 

Sunday before or after you have campers coming to Mount Luther.   

 

 

Scripture   
The following will be used at camp during the summer of 2016 
 

Theme Verse:  “He left that place and went to the region of Judea and beyond the 

Jordan. And crowds again gathered around him; and, as was his custom, he again 

taught them.”  --Mark 10:1 

 

Daily Themes and Texts: 

 Day 1:  Jesus Meets Us   John 4: 1-15   Woman at the Well 

 Day 2:  Jesus Meets Us in the Neighbor Luke 10: 25-37 Good Samaritan  

 Day 3:  Jesus Meets Us on the Cross Acts 10: 34-38 Peter’s Sermon 

 Day 4:  Jesus Meets Us in La Frontera John 20: 19-29 Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

 Day 5:  Jesus Meets Us in the Feast Luke 24: 13-35 Road to Emmaus 

 

Psalms:  (none suggested)  

 

 

Call to Worship Litany 

 

Invite the congregation to share in the following prayer litany. Read the following petitions, asking them to 

respond with, “Thank you for meeting us, Lord.”  

 

Leader:   When we are on the mountaintops of life, 

Congregation:  Thank you for meeting us, Lord. 

Leader:   And when we journey in the valleys, 

Congregation:  Thank you for meeting us, Lord. 

Leader:   During times when we are filled with great joy, 

Congregation:  Thank you for meeting us, Lord. 

Leader:   And when we feel weighed down by sadness, 

Congregation:  Thank you for meeting us, Lord. 

Leader:   When we feel confident, brave, and loved, 

Congregation:  Thank you for meeting us, Lord. 

Leader:   And when we feel lonely, afraid, and left out, 

Congregation:  Thank you for meeting us, Lord. 

Leader:   Whoever we are, however we feel, wherever we journey, 

Congregation:  Thank you for meeting us, Lord. 



Song Suggestions 

Here are some suggested camp songs and hymns that tie to each day’s theme; we 

can help you find some of the camp songs—just let us know.  Some general songs 

that work in most settings include Mother Sarah, I Will Call Upon the Lord, Buzzard 

Song, and Psalm 150.  

 

Day 1:  I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me, Listen, God Is Calling, Soon and Very Soon 

Day 2:  Bind Us Together, Blest Are They, In Christ There Is No East or West, Jesu, Jesu, Magic Penny 

 

Day 3:  Amazing Grace, Humble Thyself, I Am the Resurrection, Jesus My Lord, Jesus Remember Me  

Day 4:  Blindman, Canticle of the Turning, Jesus Remember Me, Just a Closer Walk with Thee, The King of 

Love My Shepherd Is, The Summons 

Day 5:  Micah 6:8, Lord, I Lift Your Name on High, One Bread, One Body, Seek Ye First, Shine, Jesus, 

Shine 

 

   

 

Prayer Petitions 
Here are some prayer petitions that we will use this summer.  

 

 

Leader: O mighty creator, spirit over and through all things, inspire in us faith, that we may believe that 

you alone forgive sins, and that because Jesus died on the cross, and you have raised him in victory over 

death and sin and all evil, that we may come to you with open hands and grateful hearts, and receive the 

forgiveness of all our sins.  Lord, in your mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER  

 

We pray right now for the forgiveness of all that we have done wrong. In the name of Jesus Christ, forgive 

us. And by your great spirit, walk with us that we may do what is right and pleasing in your sight. Fill us 

with your love that we may love our neighbors and bring to them the good news of what Christ has done, 

and how you love us so. Lord, in your mercy…. HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

For those in the battlefield, for those children who know the fear of war, for those whose lives are filled 

with hurry and stress, for those who struggle with addictions, for those suffering from pain and illness, for 

those who feel guilt for past behavior, show them your peace.  Lord, in your mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

Lord God, you who are present on both sides of every border, we praise you for your love. You send your 

Son and your Spirit to go with us everywhere. As we cross borders, guide us to expect that we will meet 

Jesus Christ, by your spirit, on the road ahead of us. Teach us to see the face of Christ in all people. When 

we feel lost in our journey, comfort us that your Son, Jesus Christ, goes with us everywhere.  Lord, in 

your mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER 

 

We pray for the campers and staff at Camp Mount Luther.  Help the staff to share Christ and plant seeds 

in the lives of those who come to this place set apart.  Open the minds of the children, youth, and adults 

who attend, so that they can encounter you in new and exciting ways.  Help them to experience the 

beauty of your creation and come back to our congregation, ready to live a life of discipleship and service 

to you.  Lord, in your mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

 

For all those for whom we pray, and whatever else you see that the world needs, we ask it in the name of 

Jesus Christ, the Lord of every frontier, who crosses by means of a cross, and who comes to be God with 

us, and to live and reign with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen. 

  



Blessing and Send-off for Campers 
Created by Pastor Kerry Aucker; Modified by Jim Bricker, Chaplain to the Staff 

  

You are invited to use this liturgy each Sunday when you have campers leaving for Camp Mount Luther.  

Of course, please feel free to adapt the liturgy, if you wish: 

 

We are honored to celebrate with {insert names} as they leave for this afternoon for a week at Camp 

Mount Luther.  (After the campers have assembled, perhaps joined by their parents standing behind them, 

continue the liturgy.) 

  

This week at camp, you will learn about Jesus and His love for you; you will learn about God's creation, 

and have fun doing it. As you gather in your cabins with new friends, participate in GROW Time, 

campfires, crafts, and go swimming--may your faith in Jesus Christ grow deeper.  We will pray for you 

while at camp.  We will pray for the staff who will care for you.  And we will pray for your parents while 

you are away.  Let us pray: 

 

As you go on your way, may Christ go with you.  May He go before you to show you the way.  May He go 

behind you to encourage you; Above you to watch over, Beside you to befriend you, Within you to give 

you peace.  Lord, watch over our {insert first names of campers} this day as they leave for camp.  Keep 

them in safety as they study your Word and enjoy all the activities at Camp Mount Luther. Bless the staff 

who care for them.  Assure their parents as they are away that You remain with them.  In Jesus' 

name.  Amen.  Go in peace:  Let all that you do be done in love.  O.K. we will! 

 

Benediction/Blessing 
Leader (can scoop up some water, pouring it to make clearly audible splashing):  

 

Go now with peace in your hearts. God, who washes this world in love, has created a spring of water and 

new life within you. Let it flow and enjoy the water of life. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song 
The following song was written by Kathy Wither of Messiah, South Williamsport, for her congregation to 

sing as part of their send-off for campers.  It is to the tune of "Go, My Children, with My Blessing."  

 

Go, my children, off to camp now, Christ by your side. 

May Christ go before you and His light be your guide. 

May Christ go behind to guard you, 

Stand beside you and befriend you. 

May you know Christ’s peace and in that love e’er abide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


